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The Los Angeles County Development Authority (LACDA) implemented 
SAFMR-based payment standards on January 1, 2025. SAFMRs are Fair 
Market Rents (FMRs) calculated at the zip code level rather than for an 
entire metropolitan area. This means the LACDA will now set payment 
standards for each zip code in its service area rather than having a 
single payment standard for the entire Los Angeles County. However, 
the LACDA will continue to use metropolitan Los Angeles County-based 
payment standards for some of the project-based properties. SAFMRs are 
intended to provide families with access to low-poverty, high-opportunity 
areas by providing rental assistance at a level that makes the higher rents 
in such areas affordable for those families.  

SMALL AREA FAIR MARKET  
RENT (SAFMR) 

The LACDA has set its zip code-based payment standards at 90% of the 
SAFMRs, as permitted by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The zip code-based payment standards will be in 
effect for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, including the Emergency 
Housing Voucher Program and Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing 
Program, as of January 1, 2025. You may view the LACDA’s new zip 
code-based payment standards on the LACDA website.

TRADITIONAL PAYMENT STANDARDS NEW ZIP CODE-BASED STANDARDS

WILDFIRE AND WINDSTORM UPDATES

What is the County’s January 2025 Wildfire and 
Critical Windstorm Resolution? 

On February 25, 2025, the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors voted to enact a Resolution 
Protecting Qualifying Income Eligible Tenants Directly 
Financially Impacted by the January 2025 Windstorm 
and Critical Wildfire Events.  The protections are 
effective February 1, 2025, through July 31, 2025, 
unless repealed or further extended. The protections 
extend to residential tenants, including tenants who 
rent a mobilehome from a mobilehome owner.  
 
Click here to view the Resolution.

Notice to Landlord of a Tenant’s Inability to  
Pay Rent 

The Notice to Landlord of Inability to Pay Rent 
template can be used to advise landlords of an 
inability to pay rent due to circumstances related to 
the January 2025 Windstorm and Critical Wildfire 
Events within seven days of rent becoming due, or 
by March 4, 2025, for rent owed for February 2025. 
Please note that these protections are in effect through 
July 30, 2025, for qualifying tenants who have a 
direct financial impact from the County Wildfires. 
 
Click here to view the Notice.

WE WANT YOUR OPINION!

HAVE YOU VISITED THE 
AGENCY’S WEBSITE 

 WWW.LACDA.ORG?

The LACDA is focused 
on maintaining effective 

communication with members 
of the public and program 

partners.  The agency website 
is one of its primary channels 

for program information 
distribution.  As such, we are 
interested in learning more 
about your experience to 

ensure effective communication 
or identify room for 

improvement.   
 

Please click here take 
a short survey to tell 
us what you think! 

https://www.lacda.org/section-8
https://www.lacda.org/docs/librariesprovider25/tenant-talk-2020--2021/january-2025-wildfire-and-critical-windstorm-resolution-faq-eng-2-28-25.pdf?sfvrsn=364723f7_1
https://www.lacda.org/docs/librariesprovider25/tenant-talk-2020--2021/notice-to-landlord-of-inability-to-pay-rent---january-2025-windstorm-and-critical-wildfire-events-2-28-25.pdf?sfvrsn=2fe5f3e8_1
https://forms.office.com/g/wG899ARga7
https://forms.office.com/g/wG899ARga7
https://forms.office.com/g/wG899ARga7


•	 Book a Virtual Appointment
•	 View Housing Assistance Payments

Have You Joined

Sign up now for 24/7 access to:

Click to Access the Rent Café Portal 
 
For help signing up, or questions about your Rent Café Portal 
account, email RentCafePortal@lacda.org.

?

The Los Angeles County RSTPO limits annual rent increases 
(for rent-stabilized units only) based on changes in the 
Consumer Price Index and provides tenants protections 
from evictions without just-cause for residential rental units 
in the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. On 
or before September 30th of each year, an owner must 
register each unit, unless fully exempt, that is rented or is 
available for rent in the County’s Rent Registry system or on 
a form approved by the Los Angeles County Department 
of Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA). The LACDA 
monitors the RSTPO requirements that owners must adhere 
to when requesting a rent increase and/or terminating a 
tenancy.   
 
Several RSTPO changes went into effect on January 1, 2025. 
To review the changes or for more information regarding 
the RSTPO, visit https://bit.ly/42Tqo3z, or contact DCBA at 
(800) 593-8222.

RENT STABILIZATION AND 
TENANT PROTECTIONS 
ORDINANCE (RSTPO)

Property owners in Los Angeles County may be 
eligible for up to $30,000 for the remediation of 
lead-based paint hazards and $15,000 for health 
and safety improvements. The costs of the lead-
based paint inspections and all construction activities 
(including relocating your tenants if necessary) to 
remove any identified hazards are 100% covered. 

Apply Now!  Up to $45,000 Per Unit  
(626) 586-1804 or LiveLeadFree@lacda.org

The Owner Engagement Hour occurs twice a 
month and provides owners the opportunity to ask 
LACDA staff about general Program questions. 
Expert staff are also available to provide information 
on the following topics:

•	 Request for Tenancy Approval Process;
•	 Requesting a Rent Increase; and
•	 LACDA Incentives.

 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025

10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
Teams Link: https://bit.ly/4ay9eLT

Wednesday, April 16, 2025
3:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Teams Link: https://bit.ly/49CcEfA

For additional information regarding the upcoming 
event, please contact us at: (626) 586-1985 or 
HIP@lacda.org.

FREE LEAD REMEDIATION

On December 17, 2024, HUD confirmed through 
Public and Indian Housing (PIH) Notice 2024-38 
that the implementation of certain income and 
asset rules outlined in Sections 102 and 104 of the 
Housing Opportunity Through Modernization Act 
(HOTMA), which was originally set to take effect by 
January 1, 2025, has been delayed. 

This postponement is due to the further development 
of the Housing Information Portal (HIP), which is 
set to support the establishment of certain HOTMA 
provisions. Provisions of Sections 102 and 104 that 
are not affected by the HIP may be complied with 
immediately, but no later than July 1, 2025. 

As such, the LACDA will begin implementing the 
HOTMA changes for files with an effective date on 
or after April 1, 2025, including new admissions, 
annual reexaminations, interim reexaminations, and 
new contracts that have yet to be negotiated.

UPDATED HOTMA 
COMPLIANCE DATE

Click for a Summary of Changes

Income Exclusions       Definitions
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